Donna Elizabeth Hilliard
October 17, 1942 - December 6, 2019

Donna Elizabeth Hilliard, age 77 of Boynton Beach, Florida, passed away on December
6th 2019 after a courageous battle with cancer.
Donna was born in Layland, West Virginia to George W. Karnes and Virginia Ruth Karnes
(Romanuk) on October 17, 1942. Donna was briefly married to William David Holliday Jr
after graduating high school and they had a son William David Holliday III. Donna then
moved to Washington, D.C. where she worked as a telephone operator for AT&T. While
working in Washington, Donna met Fred A. Hilliard and they relocated to Keene, New
Hampshire. They were married for 28 years until Fred’s death in 1993. After briefly
working at Douglas Toy Company, Donna began a very successful professional career at
National Grange Mutual Insurance Company. Donna worked for many years as the
Premium Accounting Manager and was very proud to have held the most senior female
position in the company at the time of her early retirement. Donna was an active member
of the Order of the Eastern Star.
In retirement Donna spent a couple of years in Trinidad before settling in South Florida.
Donna enjoyed playing tennis, golf and reading historical novels. Donna was an
accomplished pianist and played often at church over the years. Donna’s Christian faith
was always an important part of her life as she had a great passion for reading the Bible
and learning about the history of religions.
Donna is preceded in death by her father and mother George and Virginia Ruth Karnes;
her first husband William David Holliday, Jr; her second husband Fred A. Hilliard.
Donna is survived by her son William David Holliday III and his wife Missy of Moyock,
North Carolina; daughter Alicia Gartelmann and her husband Reid of Boynton Beach, FL;
daughter Cheryl Rooney and her husband Robert of Keene, NH; sister Willa DunnWilliams of Bradenton, FL; sister Barbara Wade and her husband Richard of Wellington,
FL; seven grandchildren: Kyle Sandberg, William Holliday IV, Steven Holliday, Jeremy
Holliday, Kayla Rooney, Sarah Rooney, Roman Gartelmann; and three great

grandchildren: Isaac Sandberg, Noah Sandberg, Ayva Holliday.
A memorial service and celebration of life will be held at Grace Fellowship in West Palm
Beach, FL on Thursday December 12th at 4pm. In lieu of flowers donations may be made
to Shriner’s Hospital for Children (http://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org).
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Grace Fellowship Church
8350 Okechobee Boulevard, West Palm Beach, FL, US

Comments

“

It was a pleasure to have met Donna almost two years ago through her grandson
Kyle Sandberg. She opened her arms and heart to my daughter Gabriella and I. We
both loved her dearly and will always cherish her in our hearts forever.
We love you Donna Hilliard. Xoxoxo

Julia Monte De Oca - December 11, 2019 at 08:17 PM

“

We can’t begin to imagine what you are feeling, but please let us share our heartfelt
condolences. May the support of family and friends be a source of strength and the
guidance of comfort and refuge in your time of need. Thinking of you all.

Evans family - December 11, 2019 at 04:07 AM

“

Donna was very proud of her 19 years of sobriety...

Alicia Gartelmann - December 10, 2019 at 02:38 PM

“

Donna began playing women's modified pitch softball in her 50's for National Grange
Mutual...she played right outfield and pitcher...even though she was righthanded she
batted as a lefty...she golfed as a lefty as well...she also played volleyball in high
school...She also was a great seamstress...sewing all of her gowns she wore for the
Eastern Star functions and many outfits for her children...

Alicia Gartelmann - December 10, 2019 at 02:36 PM

“

Mom, your courageous battle is finally over...I have never met anyone so strong and
who loved life! I will miss our daily conversations and visits...I will miss you and your
enthusiastic character. I promise to "don't sweat the small stuff" as you lived by.
Thank you for your love, acceptance and guidance. Love, your daughter Alicia.

Alicia Gartelmann - December 10, 2019 at 02:23 PM

